Tesco Software

Tesco enter the world of software distribution with six packages for home users.

® A family of six sof tware packages from Britain's favourite supermarket
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The databass (301 quite a clone of Microsolt Access,
but s close.
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Thee word prodesson is calbed
Write and it mimics Microwsh
Word right down to the ilems
on each menu and the options
avallable in dialog bazes,

The spreadabest mimecs Eocsl
and can handle multiple-shest

workbooks selecied wia Laba ot the
bottom ol the streen,

0 The presentation padkage
creates slide-shows and
can open files from Microswof
PoweeirPalnt.

grammar Checking, mail merging and auld-comection
as you tyoe, 1T ewven includes an eguivalént to

Micios

it Wiord At in the Torm of Write FX,

The spreadshest mimics Excel and can handse

midtiple-sheet workbooks, selected via tabs at the

bottom of the screen. After importing 3 1en-Sheel

Excel workbonk with (ross references between the

pages, everything worked
perfectly, wath all lormatting
oreseryed and sven the Lell
notes intacl Other workbooks
containing complicated macros
o conditional cell lormatting
needed tweaking in Tesco
Cffice. as did the formatting
of certain dates
The presentabion package

edles slide-shows Cantaining
pictures and graphics foruse in
bBusiness and educational
presentations, [t can open files
from Microsclt PowerPaint and

save them in balh PowerPoint

and POF formats. I°s easy to use
indd ineludes a wide range of
trangiticnal efects between
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PhotoRestyle Is a version of Ability Phatopaint, so it
complements Complete Office verny weill

PhatoRestyle also includes a simple photo manages that
lets you browss your image colelction as thumbnails.
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hetivirus & Antispyware, also includes a firewall, anti-
phishing safeguards and a blocker for dialler hijackers.

digilal cameras or created by other programs, such
# Tesco PhotoRestyle.

Perfect partner

PptoRestyle is a version of Ability Photopaint, so it
complements Complete Office very well. It's an

imége editor that can be used to create artwork from
scratch, but will more often be used to enhance
pictures taken by digital cameras, Pictures can be
edited in layers, so that changes made to one part of
i nicture don’t affect another, and it has the usual
leols for comecting bad pictures, remaving flash red-
pee and applying special effects.

Protection and detection

for Tesco to devote a third of its six software titles to
pratecting its customers against internet threats
seems excessive. The two preducts on offer are
mtermet Security and Antivirus & Antispyware, Both
are variants of products from Panda Software, a firm
with a gond recard in this field.

The cheaper of the two is Antivirus &
Antispyware, a name that doesn’t quite say it all
betause the program also includes a firewall,
anti-phishing safeguards against websites that try
to con wou out of personal information, and a
bacer for dialler programs that try to hijack dial-up
mocems for nefarious purposes.

Virus and spyware detection is performed both
ty scanning hard disks for existing threats and in
real-time by maintaining constant vigilance against
new intrucers whenever the PC is switched on, The
main detection tool is a database of virus
centification ‘signatures” that is updated when you
firstinstali the program, and regularty thereafter, plus
Handa's TruPrevent technology which detects viral
srograms for which no signatures exist, but which
are hehaving suspiciously in other ways,

the firewallis not a very sophisticated product
and if you're running Windows XP, you'd be better
aff using its own built-in version. For a more
configuranle, protective firewall you should choose
Tesco's dearer product called Internet Security.
Though broadly similar to Antivirus & Antispyware, it
adds features such as anti-spam control for email
messaies andd a bar against passwords and other
confidential items being transmitted over the web.

Prabably the most convincing reason for buying
Internet Security is to protect other users of your
computer. 't pravides three levels of filtering (for
children, teenagers and employees) to restrict them
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from viewing unsuitable matenal on the web, Each
user is assigned an individual password and level of
access, The purchase prices of both security
programs include updates for 12 months —
thereafter you'll have to pay an annual subscription.

Money matters
The programs mentioned so far have been so
thoroughly Tesco-Ised that they seem like original
programs, but the origins of Tesco Personal Finance
are not so well disguised, It's original name,
Moneydance, appears in its File » Open dialog box.

This traditional double-entry bookkeeping
system is optimised for personal rather than
business use, but it can be used to run a small
business. To anybody with experience of financial
managers like Microsoft Money, Tesco Personal
Finance looks primitive, but hidden beneath its
austere surface are tools 1o plan and track budgets,
calculate loan repayments and schedule payments
in and out of your accounts.

What's missing is a sample data file to help you
get the feel of things befare committing yourself 1o
setting up your own finances, and it would be nice to
have a ‘getting-started’ wizard and some tutorials to
help you through the early days.

Burning issues
Easy Record is Tesco’s program for creating CDs and
DVDs. These can be copies of existing discs or you
can make compilation audio CDs based on audio
files stored in MP3 and other formats on a hard disk.
Data discs containing any type of file can be created
on both CDs and DVDs, and the program Is also able
to store an image of a CD or DVD on hard disk, so
that a physical disc can be bumed in the future,
Easy Record is based on a Sanic Solutions
program called RecordMow and of all the Tesco
programs, it's the one with biggest split personality
problem. Clicking on the Upgrade options takes you
to Sonic's site where you're offered Sonic, not Testco,
products. IFyou view the web tutorials, you'll see
Tesco Easy Record at the top of the page, but
everything else refers to RecordNow and some
of the features described, such as making jukebox
CDs, are not even possible in the Tesco product
Most computers and CD/DVD drives come with
free programs for burning CDs, and if you've already
got one of these it's probably better than Easy
Record, which is limited in scope and confusing in
execution. We can't recommend it. PW

The dearer Internet Security provides three levels of web
filtering and anti-spam control.

verdict g

A complete mix of programs,
ranging from the superlative
Complete Office to the
lacklustre Easy Record,
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REQUIRES These vary between the packages,
bit 3 I0OMHZ Pentiom-class proessar and
128M8 of mesory, with Windows 985F
omrsards wil be fine
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